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Top to Bottom (left column): Rick Wetmore, Tom Walsh, Melissa Danisch, Mary Jo Griffin, Louise Maloney, Will McDowell, Kathy Flynn, Mary Morris Pannos, 
Matt Bigham, Glennys Sanchez, Jonas Stundzia (2013 Eartha Dengler History Award Recipient), Joseph G. Bella (2017 Eartha Dengler History Award Recipient), 
Dorothy Truman, Marilyn Freeman, Sarah Gatzke, Karen Van Welden -Herman (LHC board secretary), David Meehan (2013 Eartha Dengler History Award 
Recipient), Josue and Oliver (Lawrence Family Development Charter School).  
 
Top to Bottom (right column): Daniel from Lawrence Family Development Charter School, Will Pannos and Jordan Devlin, Gene McCarthy, Gabe Levine 
(Andover High School), Albert (Lawrence Family Development Charter School), Patricia Rodriguez (Notre Dame Cristo Rey High School). 
 
ON THE COVER: Rising Loaves 2017 student weaver, drawing of a 19th century weaver  

The Lawrence History Center gratefully acknowledges the members of our extended family 

without whose time, talent, and energy we would not be able to care for and preserve our 

collections, assist researchers, review symposium proposals, publish books, host events, or 

engage our community as effectively as we do.  
 

We are also grateful for our terrific volunteer board of directors (listed opposite right) for 

their energy, knowledge, and vision—without which we would not be able to carry out our 

mission to collect, preserve, share, and animate the history and heritage of Lawrence, 

Massachusetts and its people. 
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Dear Lawrence History Center Community, 
 

As we approach our fortieth year, we are humbled by the support and enthusiasm of so 
many people who have pushed us forward since 1978. It’s as though hundreds of dedicated 
people have been riding on a long tandem bike across four decades—each hopping on and 
off, bringing different talents and contributions at different times—along the bumpy road to 
where we are now. For that we say, thank you! 
 

I am happy to report that the Lawrence History Center has welcomed about 1,500 visitors through our doors in 
downtown Lawrence and served hundreds of researchers this year—all of whom were provided with support and 
guidance from staff and volunteers, as well as our expansive network of scholars and local historians. One example of 
scholarly research conducted, in large part, at LHC is the new book, Latino City: Immigration and Urban Crisis in 

Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1945-2000, by Llana Barber. It was released in May and explores the transformation of 
Lawrence, Massachusetts, into New England’s first Latino-majority city.  
 

Our efforts to preserve our home in the Essex Company complex—a site listed of 
the National Register of Historic Places—are ongoing. In September, we 
completed the preservation and improvement of an 1883 granite staircase at the 
side courtyard entrance to our main building (pictured top right and on page 7). 
In May, we were awarded a $55,000 grant from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council Cultural Facilities Fund for the replacement of the elevator in our main 
building and a $7,000 grant for a Systems Replacement Plan.  
 

Since the unfortunate closing of the American Textile History Museum in 
Lowell earlier this year, the Lawrence History Center has become the home to 
numerous Lawrence related collection items and exhibit/wall images, as well 
as thousands of linear feet of metal shelving and other furnishings. Please 
see page 10 for more information on the closing. 

 

In early 2017, we convened a committee of educators, scholars, practitioners, and community members to 
develop a Call for Papers/Presentations for our fourth symposium since 2012, The History and Future of 
Public Health in Lawrence and Beyond. The symposium will be held on April 7, 2018 and coincide with the 
centennial anniversary of the 1918 Influenza Pandemic. Our goal is that the day provide for exploration 
and dialogue, thinking broadly about public health issues through the perspectives of the humanities. 
More information may be found at www.lawrencehistory.org/education/symposium/2018.  
 
Our summer Lawrence Student Writers Workshop: The Rising Loaves grew this year to serve forty one 
Lawrence young people—up from 26 last year! In keeping with the upcoming symposium, the theme was, 
“Healthy Me, Healthy Lawrence.” Please see page 8 for more information on this collaboration with 
Andover Bread Loaf and UMass Lowell to provide a free place-based learning opportunity, anchored in 
history, for Lawrence middle school students.  
 
In April, I was honored to be appointed to the Massachusetts Archives Advisory Committee by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth William Francis Galvin. Having LHC represented in this statewide 
capacity is a fitting tribute to our work.  At the county level, I participated on the Essex County 
Community Foundation’s Creative Arts and Culture Committee to help develop a proposal in response 
to a new Barr Foundation Initiative that could bring $500,000+ in arts funding to Lawrence and the 
county. 
 

Our vision is to use the Lawrence History 
Center and its resources to inspire and 
inform the people of Lawrence around the 
history, the current challenges and the 
opportunities that we share. We invite you 
to read further for highlights from the year 
and to engage with us online and in person 
as we look enthusiastically toward our 40th 

anniversary in 2018! 
 

My very best, 
 

Susan Grabski  
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From the Director 
 

 

Photo of Susan Grabski above is a selfie taken at the Essex 
Heritage’s 20th Anniversary: A Toast to the Trailblazers! held at 
the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, MA on April 5, 2017. 
Former Secretary of State John Kerry was their special guest 
and is pictured in the background. 

“I like studying 

history, how it’s been 

in the past and how it 

can help us in the 

future.”  
 

~Reynaldo Rivera, a rising seventh-

grader at UP Academy Oliver. 
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Research & Collections 
By Amita Kiley, Collections Manager and Research Coordinator 

At the Lawrence History Center, we 
accomplish a variety of things, from 
preserving precious archives to filling in 

the blanks for researchers. Every day, 
staff, volunteers and friends of the LHC 

preserve and share the history of Lawrence; a mill 
city, a dynamic city, an immigrant city…our city. 

 
This year we processed and incorporated a variety of 

new materials into our archives. Some material 
pertains to Lawrence’s innovative public health history 

and is now ready as a resource for those participating in 
our 2018 Public Health Symposium—

www.lawrencehistory.org/education/symposium/2018. For 
example, we received the collection of Joe McManus, 

president of the Lawrence General Hospital from 1976-

2009. His rich collection complements our current 
collection of LGH records and LGH School of Nursing 

records.    
 

Early in our organization’s history, founder Eartha Dengler, 
along with a team of dedicated volunteers ventured into the 

damp and dusty basement of the condemned Bessie M. Burke 
Memorial Hospital, just before it was demolished. They rescued 

dozens of ledgers, record books and other vital patient 
information before it was destroyed forever. Saving material by 

heading into unwelcoming and unknown territory is a common 
occurrence throughout our nearly 40 year history, and the reason 

we are able to provide such a wealth of information to our visitors 
today. LHC was delighted to welcome (hospital namesake) Bessie M. 

Burke’s daughter, Eileen Sholik, and share our archives on the Bessie 
M. Burke Memorial hospital with Ms. Sholik and other family members 

(pictured on right).  

 
Another collection pertaining to public health was donated this year as 

well – The Helen Coletta Nagy Papers 1921-1982. Helen’s children, Lori, Jim, 
and Bob generously donated their mother’s archives which include 

detailed notes from Helen’s health aide and nurse training. Helen 
eventually found work at Danvers State Hospital and Bessie M. Burke 
Memorial Hospital. It turns out that Helen was an 8th grade classmate of 
infamous Lawrencian Fred Demara aka “The Great Imposter” at the 

Wetherbee School, which LHC and her family discovered with great 
amusement when exploring the collection!  
 
These two collections—the Bessie M. Burke and Helen Coletta Nagy 

Papers—have another commonality besides public health. We learned 
that Ms. Sholik and the descendants of Bessie Burke came across a blog 
which chronicled the hospital after its demise – abandoned buildings, 

broken windows, weeds and overgrown grass – and it left them 
heartbroken as that is not how they remember their mother’s hospital. 
When we told them about the Helen Coletta collection and what it 
featured – happy, smiling nurses, well 

maintained hospital grounds, notes about 
the great care the patients received – they 
were delighted!   
 

The Bessie M. Burke material, along with 
several hundred other public health 
ledgers, journals and thousands of 
individual paper records are diligently being 
processed, organized and compiled into a 

detailed finding aid and database which will 
be searchable via our website 
(www.lawrencehistory.org), google, and 
other search engines. We look forward to 

the genealogical and scholarly connections 
that will be made and, hopefully, presented at our 2018 
symposium. 
 

The bulk of our archives are made up of donations that 
came in little by little, one by one. Not many donations 
come in consisting of hundreds of photographs or 
dozens of boxes. In fact, just the opposite, and this is 

what makes our collection so special. For example, 
this year we received class graduation pins, 
yearbooks and diplomas, church bulletins, military 
and scouting uniforms, newspapers, books, 
genealogies, photographs, and souvenirs such as 

paperweights, bottles and coasters from local 
businesses. Our donors know that their donation 
of a single photo or a few city directories are 
appreciated. They know that these items add 

up, and, combined with other donations, create 
a tremendous archive!  
 
In the last year, we’ve helped visiting 

researchers from as far away as Japan and 
fielded e-mail inquiries from as far off as 
Armenia, Quebec and Sweden. Of course, 
we mustn't overlook our local Merrimack 

# of Research Requests (fy2011—fy2017) 
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R E S E A R C H E R  

Spotlight 
Valley researchers, particularly our Lawrencians, looking to learn about 
their city. 
 

This year we’ve helped Lawrencians who were: 
 

 planning for school reunions (Holy Rosary, Class of 1957 and 

Lawrence High School, Class of 1982), 

 developing parks and playgrounds (Groundwork Lawrence) 

 developing land (Lawrence CommunityWorks) 

 developing identity and a sense of place (Elevated Thought) 

 and many other local businesses, media outlets and non-profits 

who are telling our city’s story. 
 

We assisted researchers from all over the United States who 
stopped by LHC during their travels and even met a British pair, 
with the last name Lawrence, who were exploring the northeast 
and ventured off the highway when they saw an exit for 

“Lawrence”! 
 
Other collections and research-related activity included: 
 

 Locating one of a kind items for our researchers: We 

were contacted by Owen V. Johnson, Associate Professor 
Emeritus of Journalism at Indiana University and a scholar 
on Ernie Pyle, the famed WWII columnist. Professor 

Johnson was interested in our (original) issues of the 
Cabot Clarion, a newspaper published aboard the U.S.S. 
Cabot in 1944-45. It turns out that LHC is the only 
institution on record as having these newspapers as 

OCLC WorldCat does not show any library as having 
these holdings!  We scanned the newspapers and 
Professor Johnson was thrilled to receive them. 

 Processing the Noonan Family Collection 1868-

1998, which focuses on the teaching career of two 
well-educated Lawrence sisters, Mary and Kathryn 
Noonan. Kathryn and Mary Noonan were teachers 
at Lawrence High School during the 1920s-1940s. 

The material was rescued from their Lawrence 
home and delivered to LHC in two different 
stages from the sisters’ caretaker Candace 
Paine. 

 Working with Frost School, Lawrence 

Family Development Charter School, 

Lawrence High School, Notre 
Dame Cristo Rey High School, 
Central Catholic High School, 

Phillips Academy, Brooks 
School, The Governor’s 
Academy and Amesbury High 
School by either hosting a 

visit, LHC visiting them, or 
having their students 
research or intern with our 
organization. 

 Receiving invaluable scouting 

uniforms, patches, photographs and other material 
from Aleda Fehr, whose father was Eric Planitzer (the 
first Eagle Scout in Lawrence) and grandfather was 

Harvey Bacon (the First Scout Executive of the North 
Essex Council). Aleda credits her parents, Eric and Elinor 
Planitzer, for saving and caring for the material.  

 

One highlight of the year was LHC being asked to be a panelist at 
the New England Archivist Fall 2016 meeting whose theme was 
Bridging the Gaps. The panel focused on institutions who are able to 
bridge gaps in collection development and accessibility of materials, 
work with language barriers and provide increased accessibility to 

normally under-served communities. We were honored to participate 
and presented a well-received model for how archives and historical 
societies can come up with creative and meaningful ways to serve 
every community member, regardless of native language or time living in 

this country. 
 
One of the most fun experiences of the year was when Bill Morris, a 
researcher, visited us from NY to explore his Lawrence roots. As he 

spoke and detailed his family’s history, we noticed many of the names 
and addresses matched up with one of our volunteer’s (Mary Morris 
Pannos) own family history (pictured top right). They even shared a 
relative with the same odd nickname and unusual manner of death, and 

it was then that they knew for sure they were related!  Bill was able to 
meet several relatives he didn’t know he had and left the city of 
Lawrence with a bigger family than with which he arrived!  
 
Though it’s rare to find an actual relative at LHC, we hope all of our 

visitors feel like their family has grown a bit when they leave our 
archives. Maybe they find information that expands their family tree, 
perhaps they bond with another researcher or Lawrence history scholar, 
or perhaps they just fit right in with the city, and consider the 

community of Lawrence itself, family.   

Shinnosuke Nakaminato, a graduate student from the University of 

Tokyo, Japan, explored our archives as he studied the Strike of 1912 

through the eyes of progressives in Lawrence. Soon, we will add his 

thesis to our archives –in both English and Japanese! During his visit, 

Shinnosuke researched at the Lawrence Public Library and  

worked with many Lawrence scholars who were eager   

to share their knowledge.  

We welcomed Tulane University Professor and Historical 

Musicologist Jane Mathieu. Professor Mathieu is working on a book 

regarding the spaces, processes, and sounds of popular song at the 

turn of the twentieth century, and is planning to write a chapter 

about the many musical spaces available to residents of Lawrence 

between 1910-1915. Professor Mathieu explored nearly every aspect 

of our collection during her time at LHC!   

Bill Morris, researcher from NY, and Mary 

Morris Pannos, a LHC volunteer, after having 

discovered they are related! 
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The Lawrence History Center’s 

growing collections are being 

digitized and made available 

through our website, OCLC 

WorldCat, Internet Archive, 

Digital Commonwealth, and the 

DPLA—Digital Public Library of 

America. 

LHC Web Site | www.lawrencehistory.org 

Lawrence History Center Print Collection: Landscape with bridge and farmhouse, Kenefick's Studio. 271 Essex St., Lawrence, Mass. Tel. 439-12, [ca. 1860]  
 

Digital  & Teacher Resources 

As collection materials are made available, we move toward 

providing equal access to information in order to promote education 

in the broadest sense of the term. Our digitization efforts have 

increased our reach and ability to carry out our mission well beyond 

the city limits of Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
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The granite and walkway work was 
done by Tompkins Landscaping 
(crew pictured above center) and 
the railing work by Flametech Steels 
(owner Sam Facella above).  
 

Architectural drawings were 
completed (pro bono) by Catherine 
Truman Architects and funding was 
awarded by from the Essex County 
Community Foundation Lawrence 
Development Fund, the city of 
Lawrence CDBG program, and a 
Partnership Grant from the Essex 
National Heritage Area. 

                                                                           

 

 

   

             BEFORE 

 Historic Preservation 

                

                                      

In the early 1880's, the Essex Company built a new complex of buildings at 6 Essex Street to support 
their growing operations in Lawrence. Along with a main office building, they built a carpenter shop, 
stable, warehouse, and a blacksmith shop in the courtyard where tools and implements used in the 
maintenance of the canal and dam structures were handcrafted.  
 
The Lawrence History Center took ownership of the site in 1992. The main office building acts as our 
primary archive, staff, visitor, and education space. The blacksmith shop and stable are also available 
for workshops and community meetings, and the carpenter shop and warehouse currently house 
collection items. 
 
As an ongoing component of the Lawrence History Center’s Master Plan and Strategic Plan, 2016- 2018, 
we have identified a series of projects that address community needs and the historic preservation of 
our site. This past year, our facilities committee chose to address the side courtyard entrance to our 
main building by improving and restoring an existing granite staircase. In so doing, we will restore the 
staircase, our most frequented entryway, while also bringing it up to ADA standards in order to safely 
accommodate a growing number of visitors, volunteers and staff of all ages and abilities. 
 
What we did: 
  

 The existing staircase landing was just 19” deep. We extended it to 48'' deep. 

 The existing 5 steps were about 8.75” tall -- too high by current standards – and the first step was 
cracked in half and shifted slightly. We installed 6 steps each 6 11/16 inches high, 11 inches deep, 
and 73 5/8 inches wide by reusing as much of the original granite as possible and including one 
additional granite step. 

 The existing staircase had a railing that was not original to the building. Since we extended the 
landing, we replaced the railing with a historically accurate one.  

 Because the new staircase contains an additional stair and a deeper landing, it extends further 
into our courtyard than the previous one. As a result, we had to reroute an existing adjacent 
walkway.  

 
Historic preservation of the staircase is an investment in one of Lawrence's strongest cultural and 
historic institutions in the downtown corridor. The care and upkeep of our facilities contributes 
strongly to the impression given to people both inside and outside the city, as well as to the cultural 
economy throughout the city.   
 

Upcoming Preservation Projects  

 Repointing of the Essex 

Company perimeter wall. 

 Preservation of the Essex 

Company Stable doors. 
 

Upcoming Capital Projects  

 Replacement of the elevator in 

our main building. 

 Development of a Systems 

Replacement Plan. 
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The Student Anthology is available online at: http://www.lawrencehistory.org/education/summer/2017/anthology  

 

www.lawrencehistory.org/education/summer/2017/anthology  
 
Dear Families and Friends of Rising Loaves,  
 

We are pleased to share with you our writing from our 2017 Summer Session themed “Healthy Me, Healthy Lawrence.” Our work focused on the 
choices we can make to be healthy, and how our health is connected to the health of our community. The young people in this program explored 
their communities through writing, poetry, tours, photography, art, and more. Our students also made connections to other cit ies in the world. 
They worked with Guest Director, Lee Krishnan, who visited us from Mumbai, India. Our students prepared healthy snacks such as Guacamole 
with Mexican Chef Antonio Guerrero, Raita with Mohsin Tejani from Karachi, Pakistan, and Korean -style Spring Rolls with Christine Jee.  
 

The students thought about public health as an ongoing part of our lives, by looking to history to see what choices were made in the past and 
what choices we can make now. We can learn about how to be healthy by looking at the world around us, and the history of our city.  
 

They worked with nationally renowned poets, such as Denice Frohman and Harlym 125. The students meditated in the Addison Gallery of 
American Art, and worked with Art Therapist Fernanda Lopez from Lawrence’s LA House to learn how mediation and art can help us make good 
choices as we decide to live healthy lives.  
 

Enjoy the writing! 

Queridos Familiares y Amigos de Rising Loaves, 
 

Nos da mucho gusto compartir con ustedes nuestra escritura de la sesión de verano del 2017 titulada “Sano Yo, Sano Lawrence.” Nuestro trabajo se 
ha enfocado en las decisiones que podemos tomar para mejorar nuestra salud, y como nuestra salud esta relacionado con la salud de nuestra 
comunidad. Los jóvenes en este programa han explorado sus comunidades a través de escritura, poesía, fotografía, arte y mucho mas. Nuestros 
estudiantes también aprendieron sobre otras ciudades en el mundo. Ellos trabajaron con un invitado especial, la directora Lee  Krishnan, quien nos 
visitó desde Mumbai India. Nuestros estudiantes prepararon comidas saludables como guacamole con el chef mexicano Antonio Gue rrero, hicieron 
"raita" con Mohsin Tejani que nos visito desde  Karachi Pakistan, y prepararon spring rolls estilo de Korea con Christine Jee.  
 

Nuestros estudiantes aprendieron sobre la salud publica como parte de su vida, viendo que en la historia de nuestra ciudad hubo decisiones 
importantes sobre la salud y que todavía hoy tenemos que tomar   decisiones que tienen efectos en nuestra salud. Podemos aprender como comer 
saludable viendo y aprendiendo con un poco de como se come en otras partes del   mundo y nuestras comunidades como parte de nuestra historia.  
 

Nuestros estudiantes trabajaron con poetas reconocidos en nivel nacional, como Denice Frohman and Harlym 125. Ellos meditaron en el Addison 
Gallery de Arte Americano, y trabajaron con la terapeuta de arte, Fernanda Lopez de Lawrence ’s LA House, para aprender sobre como se practica la 
meditación y el arte y como se puede ayudar a decidir para vivir una vida saludable.  
 

Disfruten!  
 

  Mary Guerrero and Kate Delaney 
Rising Loaves Program Co-Directors  
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"Lawrence Student Writing Workshop: The Rising Loaves” is hosted by the 
Lawrence History Center, developed in collaboration with Andover Bread 
Loaf, and funded in part by UMASS President's Office Creative Economy Initiative Funds (via Professor Robert 
Forrant), the Catherine McCarthy Trust, the Essex County Community Foundation Greater Lawrence Summer Fund, 
the Stearns and Russell Trusts, the Pringle Foundation, Rogers Family Foundation, the Lawrence Public School lunch 
program, Lawrence Cultural Council, and the Highland Street Foundation/ Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence.   

Our summer 2017 place-based Lawrence Student Writers Workshop: The 
Rising Loaves, represents the third year of our collaboration with Andover Bread Loaf 
and UMass Lowell. Every day for three weeks in July our 
historic courtyard came to life as we welcomed thirty six 
Lawrence students in grades 5—7  and five youth 
writing leaders into the Essex Company complex.  
 
The young people in the program explored their 
community through writing, poetry, walking tours, 
photography, art, and music.  Many field trips and guest 
speakers made the program fun and interactive and the 
location in downtown Lawrence made for an ideal place
-based learning experience. Each student made unique 
and meaningful contributions to discussions and both 
written and creative work.  
 
On the final day of the program students hosted an 
open house and celebration for their families and the 
public at which students and writing leaders read their 
poetry and displayed murals and exhibits.  
 
Our thanks to co-directors Mary Guerrero and Kate 
Delaney and writing leaders Angell Flores, Jocelyn 
Valentin, Amiayah Espinal, Destiny Medina, Lidyanette 
Gonzalez, and Brianna Anderson for helping our students!  

T-shirt artwork: Kelly 
De Leon, Kevin Bamaca, 
Alyshia Solomon, and 
Alexander Hernandez 

Rising Loaves lets children be creative and 

express themselves in a way that traditional 

schools don’t, says Brianna Anderson, a small-

group leader and a recent graduate of Lawrence 

High School who is going to Pine Manor College 

to study psychology and expressive therapies. 

She’s a graduate of Andover Bread Loaf herself. 
 

“Bread Loaf allowed me to write, allowed me to 

create and allowed me to express myself. I felt I 

was respected and loved,” she says. “Children 

need someone to tell them they’re doing 

something right and that you’re proud of them. 

They remember these things and carry them on 

and become great people.” 
 

Quote from “Lawrence Students Learn and Write 

About History,” by Katherine Webster, UMass Lowell, 

August 3, 2017, https://www.uml.edu/News/

stories/2017/WritingHistory.aspx 

More information, including the Student Anthology 
described at left, photos, and videos may be found at: 

www.lawrencehistory.org/education/summer/2017 

https://www.facebook.com/robert.forrant?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/robert.forrant?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ECCFBulletin/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/highlandstreet/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Boys-Girls-Club-of-Lawrence-132009615942/?fref=mentions
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 “I stood at the video booth for half an 

hour while Javier (Rising Loaves student, 

2017) went through about 50 images, 

explaining some of the things they did in 

the program. I wanted to film him talking 

and explaining. In how many different 

ways was Javier given agency as he stood 

there explaining the images?  Give youth 

an opportunity, access to spaces like Rising 

Loaves, and to a microphone, and their 

genius is startling.” 

~ Lou Bernieri, director of Andover Bread Loaf, 
pictured on the left above with Robert Forrant, 
LHC board member and professor of history at 
UMass Lowell at the program open house and 

celebration on July 28, 2017.  

Since the unfortunate closing of the American Textile History Museum in 

Lowell earlier this year, the Lawrence History Center has become the home 

to numerous Lawrence related collection items and exhibit/wall images, as 

well as thousands of linear feet of metal shelving and other furnishings.  

The integration process and other related upgrades to our facilities will take 

place across early 2018. Some items remain in Lowell and ATHM continues to 

identify things for us. This will continue through December 2017.  

Our heartfelt thanks to Todd Smith, interim director, and all the staff and 

volunteers at ATHM for their professionalism throughout this very difficult 

process. Special thanks to Clare Sheridan, consulting librarian at the ATHM 

Osborne Library, for her efforts on behalf of the Lawrence History Center.  

For more information about the closing and transfer of collections to other 

organizations for continuing public benefit, please visit www.athm.org. 

A life sized sheep now in our 

foyer, Ray “The Rigger” Ramsey 

delivering metal shelving, and one 

of 6 small sample notebooks from 

the American Woolen Company. 
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On Sunday, May 21, 2017, about 140 runners, walkers, and youth turned out for the 4th Annual 
North Canal Classic 5k Run/Walk/Roll and Kids Canal Dash, put on by the Lawrence History 
Center with Enel Green Power as Lead Sponsor. 
 

Overall winners 
Nancy Corsaro, 58, of Methuen, in a time of 21:48 

Jonathan Morris, 48, also of Methuen in a time of 18:16. 
 

Under 18 winners 
Joba Perez, 8, of Lawrence in a time of 34:58 

Matt Sidell, 15, of North Andover in a time of 24:03. 
 

Full results can be found at www.coolrunning.com. 
 

Over 20 youth also entered the Kids Canal Dash, with girls and boys age division prizes 
sponsored by Canobie Lake Park.  
 
Many thanks to all the runners and walkers who turned out today for the 4th Annual North 
Canal Classic 5k Road Race! Special thanks to: 
 

 Our Sponsors: http://www.lawrencehistory.org/northcanalclassic/2017/sponsors 
 

 Our Race Committee: Ellen Minzner (Chair), Robert Lussier, Frank O'Connor, Nelson Ortiz, 
Jim Beauchesne and the Lawrence Heritage State Park 

 

 Our Staff and Volunteers: Susan Grabski, Amita Kiley, 
Whimpper Barahona, Lawrence International High 
School Students, Esperanza Academy, Mary Jo Griffin, 
Sara Morin, Kathy Flynn, and Mark Svendsen 

 

 The Lawrence Police Department and Auxiliary Officers 
for keeping us all safe on route. 

 

See you all next year on Sunday, May 20, 2018! 

Left (top to bottom): Start line; overall female winner Nancy Corsaro with 
Randald Bartlett, Enel Green Power, and Ellen Minzner, LHC board treasurer/5k 
race committee chair; Victor Ng and Fitness Appeal members; LHC board 
member Whimpper Barahona and student volunteers from the Lawrence 
International High School; student volunteers from Esperanza Academy. 
 

Right: Notre Dame Cristo Rey High School work study student Patricia 
Rodriguez doing some pre-race preparation. 

Photos and race logo design: Robert Lussier 

http://www.lawrencehistory.org/northcanalclassic/2017/sponsors
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Jim Beauchesne, Joseph G. Bella, Linda & Jurg Siegenthaler 
Recipients of the 2017 Eartha Dengler History Award  

 

On Thursday, June  22, 2017, nearly 160 community members gathered at The Wood Mill at Riverwalk in Lawrence to  

Celebrate 4  for our fortieth year—Jim Beauchesne, Joseph G. Bella, and Linda and Jurg Siegenthaler—as they received the 

2017 Eartha Dengler History Award: 

 
Rooted in Lawrence from birth or by marriage … bearing Sicilian, French Canadian, Russian, Polish, or 

Swiss heritage … shaped by childhoods in the city’s triple deckers, its neighborhoods, its parishes, and 

its schools … our honorees have worked tirelessly to nurture and sustain the organizations most vital to 

the dignity and story of our Immigrant City.  Working apart and often together, Jim Beauchesne, Joseph 

G. Bella, Linda and Jurg Siegenthaler have added incalculable value and staying power to the work of 

Lawrence Heritage State Park, the Bread and Roses Festival and Centennial Committees, the Lawrence 

History Center, and many others. Their work has provided the steady and unshakable long term 

response to Eartha Dengler’s vision in founding the Immigrant City Archives. And they have all answered 

the call that artist Ralph Fasanella made to one of our honorees when asked to autograph a poster. 

Looking the requester in the eye, Fasanella said simply, “Lawrence Needs You.”   

 

The evening program included a welcome from Lawrence History Center Executive 

Director Susan Grabski and Gerry-Lynn Darcy (Lupoli Companies), music by The 

Wobblies and tributes from ECCF President Dave Edwards and Host Committee 

members Sharon Pollard, Christine Lewis, and Glennys Sanchez. The honorees also 

received a proclamation from the Office of Mayor Rivera and a Certificate of 

Special Congressional Recognition from June Black of the Office of 

Congresswoman Niki Tsongas.  
 

LCAT-Lawrence Community Access Television filmed the event. 

This video, along with the tribute song written and performed 

by The Wobblies and a list of EVENT SPONSORS may found at 

www.lawrencehistory.org/dengler/2017/.  

Host Committee 
 

Julie Bishop 
Essex County Community Foundation 
 

Gerry-Lynn Darcy 
Lupoli Companies 
 

Diane Haynes 
Former LHC Board Member 
 

Christine Lewis 
Local Historian/Freelance Writer 
 

Marianne Paley Nadel 
Everett Mills Real Estate 
 

Dave O’Neill 
Retired, Department of Conservation 
and Recreation 
 

Sharon M. Pollard 
Methuen Historical Society / Methuen 
Festival of Trees 
 

Daniel Rivera 
Mayor of Lawrence 
 

Glennys Sanchez 
Bread and Roses Heritage Committee 
 

Bill Steelman 
Essex National Heritage Area 

With profound gratitude to the honorees, our host committee, 

sponsors, friends, and many others whose contributions made the 

2017 Eartha Dengler History Award Ceremony possible! 

Background artwork (above): Meeting 

at the Commons: Lawrence 1912, by 

Ralph Fasanella, 1977.  

Right: Pre-Dengler event selfie by 

Joshua Alba with fellow millennials 

Sabrina Boggio, Glennys Sanchez, 

Jessica Valentin, Cassandra Abou-

Farah; view of crowd. 

Photo credit: Alberto Suris, Rumbo News 

L to R: Jurg Siegenthaler, Susan Grabski, Joseph G. Bella, Linda Siegenthaler, Jim Beauchesne  

http://www.lawrencehistory.org/dengler/2015/
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L to R: An Afternoon with Author Llana Barber, June 11, 2017, co-sponsored by LHC, the Friends of the Lawrence Heritage State Park, and the Lawrence Public Library; Glennys Sanchez and son at 

our blacksmith demonstration; LHC director Susan Grabski with Friends of the LHSP president Joe Bella, LHSP staff Jim Beauchesne and Mike Mitchell, and former Secretary of State John Kerry at 

the Essex Heritage’s 20th Anniversary: A Toast to the Trailblazers! at the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, MA;  2017 Distinguished University Professor Lecture, “The Role of the Public University 

in the 21st Century,” presented by Professor Robert Forrant; Author of Latino City Llana Barber speaking at the Lawrence Public Library; Andover High School students who are taking part in the 

Servir para Aprender experience for their Spanish class; LHC board member Mark Cutler and his Phillips Academy students at El Taller with the exhibit they created in tandem with the release of the 

book, Latino City, by Llana Barber; Students from the Frost School 4th grade using tableau to share their immigration stories; a visit from American Training; LHC board 2nd vice president Mark 

Svendsen, with colleague Mark Alaimo, exploring our Boy Scouts Collection; collections manager Amita Kiley representing LHC at the MA Society of Genealogists Annual Meeting; Lawrence 

students from Esperanza Academy and other middle schools interacting and thinking about every day objects in our collection; Mary Guerrero and Rising Loaves students presenting at the place-

based service learning program, A Park for Every Classroom, organized by Essex Heritage in August; Lawrence police officers keeping us safe; LHC at the Bread and Roses Festival on Labor Day; a 

squirrel researcher in our courtyard about to ring the door bell!; Blacksmith Richard Wright demonstrating at “Blacksmithing Friday in the Essex Company Forge” for Trails & Sails Weekends in 

September; summer students taking ‘history to the streets’ and to the North Common with our push cart. 

Snapshot: Students. Visitors. Events. Partnerships. 

https://www.facebook.com/mark.cutler.982
https://www.facebook.com/phillipsacademy/
https://www.facebook.com/EsperanzaAcademy/
http://www.essexheritage.org/park-for-every-classroom
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$25,000 and above 
 
The Stevens Foundation 
William M. Wood Foundation, Bank  
    of America, N.A., Trustee 
 
$10,000 — 24,999 
 
City of Lawrence (CDBG) 
ECCF-Lawrence Development Fund 
Rosalyn Wood 2011 Annuity  
    Charitable Trust 
 
$2,500 — $9,999 
 
ECCF-Greater Lawrence Summer  
    Fund 
ECCF-Rosman Family Fund 
ECCF-Webster Family Foundation 
Enel Green Power 
Catherine T. McCarthy Memorial  
    Trust Fund 
Charles G. Pringle Foundation 
Kelley, Robert T. 
Rogers Family Foundation 
University of Massachusetts  
    President’s Office 
Wood, Rosalyn Kempton 
 
$1,000 — $2,499 
 
Cavanagh, William G.   
Gable, Jeanne and Bob   
Forrant, Robert  
Herman, Karen and Jack   
Italian American Toilers Association 
Jackson Lumber and Millwork 
Lawrence Cultural Council 
University of Massachusetts Lowell  
    History Department 
Josephine G. Russell Trust 
The Sidell Family 
Artemas W. Stearns Trust 
Taylor, Richard   
Williamson, Gerald and Donna 
Yameen, Pamela 
 
$500 — $999 
 
Bella, Joseph G.   
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
The Community Group 
Curry, Kathleen   
Enterprise Bank 
Greene, Ernest Thomas   
Mass Humanities 
Northern Essex Community College 
Rosman, Bernard   
Stundza, Amelia   
Svendsen, Mark   
 
$100 — $499 
 
Andrea Management Corp. 
Aponick, AA, Jr. and K.M 
Ardito, Toscano & McCollum, P.C 
Aumais, Linda F. 
Bakewell, Joseph J. 
Barry, Sheila 
Barsamian, Gloria G. 
Beauchesne, James 
Bell Tower  Management 
Bread & Roses Heritage Committee 

Boyd, Marie 
Caffrey, Thomas and Eleanor 
Carpenter, Linda 
Carter, Adele and Stephen 
Charette, Carroll and Raymond 
Church, Maggie Super 
Commonwealth Motors 
Cooper, Marguerite 
Cutler, Mark 
D'Angelo Engineering and  
    Development, LLC 
Danisch, Melissa Morris 
Dengler, Claudia 
DiFruscia, Anthony R., Esq. 
Donati, William 
Eagle Tribune 
Eastman, W.Dean 
Elder Services of the Merrimack  
    Valley 
Everett Mills Real Estate 
Fitzpatrick, William 
Flynn, Kathleen S. 
Frishman, Kay 
Girard, Cheryl Doran 
Gomez, Zoila 
Groundwork Lawrence, Inc. 
Haynes, Diane K. 
Hearn, Michael 
Higgins, Patricia Amy 
Hilbink, Ron 
Hogan, Anna B. 
Holman, Steve 
Honohan, Robert 
Keating, Gary Thomas 
Kelley, Fabi 
Kennedy, Monika 
Kfoury, Robert T., Esquire 
Lamkin, Mona S. 
Lawrence CommunityWorks 
Lawrence General Hospital 
Lawrence General Hospital Nurses 
     Alumnae 
Lemaitre, Cornelia 
Leonardi, Nicholas and Nancy 
Liporto, M/M Ernest 
Lussier, Robert  
Mailloux, Donna M. 
Maloney, James and Louise 
McConaughy, James L. 
Merrimack Valley Central Labor  
    Council 
McInnis, John J. 
Minzner, Ellen 
Mooney, Daniel 

Morgano, Kathy 
National Association of Letter  
    Carriers 
Nunez, Alberto 
Ozzy Property Management 
Pacific Mills Complex 
Pannos, Mary and James 
The Party Connection 
Poirier, Clarisse A. 
Potvin, Hazel 
Purinton, Richard 
Ripley, Brigid 
Sanborn, Head, and Associates 
Sandberg, Evelyn Louise 
Sharp, Marcia and Larry 
Sholik, Eileen 
Siegenthaler, Linda and Jurg 
Smith, Harold and Marian Bamford 
Sutton, Jim and Vicky 
Tafaro, Melanie 
Taylor, J. Kenneth and Sandra 
Terrazas, Denise 
Tetler, Eric 
Tibbetts, David A. 
Torrisi, Lisa 
Torrisi Strategic Advisors 
Tory, David and Helen 
Truman, Dorothy 
Tyler, Phyllis C. 
Wall, Margaret M. 
Walsh, Thomas P. 
Washington Mill Lofts 
Wetmore, Richard 
Williams, Jenn 
Yameen, Donna 
Yameen, Kenneth and Catherine 
Young, Mary 
YWCA of Greater Lawrence 
 
$50 — $99 
 
Jessica Andors 
Byrne, Eleanor M. 
Carota, Joanne 
Carroll, Joseph and Kathleen 
Casey, Thomas 
Clinton, Paula 
Costello, Leslie 
Crusader Paper Company, Inc. 
Diodati, William and Cora 
Dolan, Kathleen 
Emery, Theodore 
Floyd, Nancy Arthur 
Freeman, Marilyn 

GE Foundation 
Gordon, Joseph A. 
Grant, Catherine and David  
Greene, Margaret 
Greenwood, Nancy 
Griffin, Mary Jo 
Grube, Liz 
Iacozzi, Victor 
Jani, Arun 
Karen L. Kennedy 
Karl, Russell and Patricia 
Kelley, Guy F., Jr. 
Kleinhans, Alice 
Kobos, Paula 
Kulash, Joan 
Lagace, Susan J. 
MacLeod, William and Beverly 
Marad, Grace A. 
McAuliffe, Elizabeth M. 
McCarthy, Edward 
McCarthy, Gene and Regina 
Meehan, David 
Moriarty, David and Frances  
O'Connell, Mary 
Padova, Richard and Lori 
Parker, Ellen 
Parthum, Doris W. 
Pouliot, Elsie and Robert 
Robert and Susan Lloyd  
Ross, James and Arlene 
Rossi, William R. 
Salisbury, Charles 
Sapuppo, Helen and Mike 
Sullivan, Kathleen Q. 
Sullivan, Michael  
Torrisi & Torrisi, P.C. 
Troia, Anthony 
Tucker, Sue and Mike 
Wineberg, Elisabeth 
Witham, David 
 
In-Kind Support 
 
Everett Mills Real Estate 
David Electrical Contracting, LLC  
J & B Plumbing and Heating  
Lawrence Heritage State Park 
Michael J. Morris, Jr., Esq. 
Michael W. Morris, Sr., Esq. 
Notre Dame Cristo Rey High School 
Russell, Matt 
Tompkins Corporation 
Catherine Truman Architects 

In Loving Memory of Supporters... 
 
        Rosalyn K. Wood                 Catherine “Kay” Yameen                   Mary C. Young 
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We thank our generous supporters for sharing our vision and for supporting our efforts 
through membership, outright gifts, memorial contributions, employer matching gifts, annual 

appeal donations, grant funding, and event sponsorship. 
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         Financial Overview (May 1, 2016—April 30, 2017) 

 

Outright Gifts 

Contributions made by check, cash or credit card are tax deductible in the 

year the donation is given.  
 

 Online donations may be made by credit card via PayPal on our web 

site—www.lawrencehistory.org—or by contacting us at 978 686-9230 

or by email at director@lawrencehistory.org  
 

 Donations by mail may be made by mailing payment to Lawrence 

History Center, 6 Essex Street, Lawrence, MA 01840. Checks should 

be made payable to the Lawrence History Center.  
 

AmazonSmile 

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the Lawrence History Center.  
 

Memorial/Celebration Gifts 

In memoriam and in celebration gifts are a wonderful way to recognize a 

loved one or a special occasion with a practical tribute.  
 

Annual Appeal 

Gifts to the Annual Appeal  help to support operations and special projects 

such as exhibits, building restoration, educational programs and 

community outreach initiatives.  
 

Eartha Dengler History Award Ceremony  

This is an annual fundraising event in June to spotlight the efforts and 

accomplishments of outstanding leaders who work to bring development, 

opportunity and/or prosperity to Lawrence.  
 

Employer Matching Gifts 

Many employers have matching gift programs to support the interests of 

their employees and to demonstrate their commitment to charitable 

organizations in their region or community. Ask your human resources or 

personnel department for a matching gift form to enclose with your 

contribution to us. 
 

Planned Gifts 

You can remember the Lawrence History Center by leaving a planned gift 

in your will or estate plan. This can be arranged through your financial 

advisor or attorney.  
 

Membership 

Membership allows you access to our collections, unlimited visits to 

conduct research, research assistance from staff and volunteers, free 

parking in our courtyard, wireless internet, and close proximity to other 

historical resources such as Lawrence Heritage State Park and Lawrence 

Public Library.  
 

In-Kind Gifts 

We always welcome donations of time, materials, and talent!  

 
All gifts and contributions are tax deductible as permitted by law. 

 

For more information, please contact:  
 

Susan Grabski, LHC Executive Director 

director@lawrencehistory.org  or 978-686-9230 

Immigrant City Archives, Inc., dba Lawrence History Center, is a private, not -for-profit, 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Our annual operating budget for 

fy2017 was $177,650 with an additional $22,000 in capital expenses for historic preservation of our facilities. Our Revenues and Other Support as of 

4/30/2017 were $196,984 (including $26,475 in fair value in-kind donations and $10,000 restricted for granite staircase preservation project). Operating 

Expenses were $184,336. 

Reviewed Financial Statements for the Years Ending April 30, 2017 and 2016 were prepared by Kenneth J. Plumb, Jr., C.P.A., Plumb and Pierce. It was his 

conclusion that, based on the review, he is not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the financial statements in order for them to 

be in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the USA.  
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The mission of the Lawrence History Center is to collect, preserve, share, and animate  

the history and heritage of Lawrence and its people.  

Founded as the Immigrant City Archives in 1978 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence History Center, 6 Essex Street, Lawrence, MA 01840 | 978-686-9230 | www.lawrencehistory.org 


